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The voyages of the Norsemen to America. By William Hovgaard, late 
commander in the royal Danish navy; professor of naval de- 
sign and construction, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
(New York: The American-Scandinavian Foundation, 1914. 
304 p. $4.00) 
This handsome volume, with its fine illustrations and maps, inaugu- 
rates impressively the series of Scandinavian monographs for the promo- 
tion of the study of Scandinavian history and culture, which has been 
made possible by the generous bequest of Niels Poulson. Mr. Hovgaard 
has produced a fresh, judicious, and well-proportioned review of the 
character, customs, achievements, and sagas of the Norsemen of the tenth 
to the thirteenth centuries, as these are related to the exploration and 
attempted colonization of America. The volume includes two long chap- 
ters (about one-fifth of the body of the book), one on the Norse settle- 
ments and conditions of life in Iceland and Greenland; another (chapter 
9) on "Eskimos or Indians," both of which are extended quite beyond 
the needs of an account of the voyages to America proper. The chap- 
ters on the ships of the Norsemen (3) and the navigation of the Norse- 
men (4) are admirably done, and when taken in connection with chap- 
ters 10 and 11, which deal with the description of the coasts of America 
probably discovered by the Norsemen, and with the geographical analysis 
of the Vinland voyages, they show the author quite at his best as a crit- 
ical student of geography, navigation, and saga literature. Not all his- 
torians and critics will agree with Mr. Hovgaard in his acceptance of the 
saga stories as essentially historic on the ground that "in general, the 
simple and straightforward narrative in the sagas of the discovery of 
America by the Norsemen will by itself be sufficient to convince people 
of its essential truthfulness, ' ' but they will follow with unusual interest 
his analysis of these accounts as they were written between 1000 and 
1400, his discussion of Vinland and its attributes (chapter 8), and his 
attempt to reconstruct the voyages described in the sagas. 

The results of this attempt are no more final than those of its many 
predecessors, and to the credit of the author it must be said that he ad- 
mits the certain failure of "any attempt to interpret the voyages, 
whether geographically or historically, strictly in accordance with the 
sagas," and modestly claims for his conjectures no unique authority. 
Using his expert knowledge of navigation, he proceeds by a process of 
comparison and skilful elimination to the conclusion that the Norsemen 
on several of their exploring expeditions touched the continent of North 
America at various points, some of them as far south as the coast of 
Massachusetts; that they probably enriched their characterization of 
Vinland by adding the adjective "Good," just as the rough hands of 
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Eric the Red deceptively christened the bleak northern country Green- 
land ; and that they made unsuccessful efforts to plant colonies in New- 
foundland where they hoped to get much-desired timber and to trade 
with the natives. 

The reexamination of the historical and geographical aspects of the 
voyages of the Norsemen combines popular and scholarly qualities in 
happy fashion; it brings into clear relief once more the hardihood and 
adventurousness of the men of the viking northwest of the tenth and 
eleventh centuries, qualities which have been again displayed by Scan- 
dinavian immigrants in their voyages of exploration and colonization to 
a New Vinland the Good in the north middle west of the United States. 

Kendric C. Babcock 

An abridgment of the Indian affairs contained in four folio volumes, 
transacted in the colony of New York, from the year 1678 to 
the year 1751. By Peter Wraxall. Edited with an introduc- 
tion by Charles Howard Mcllwain, assistant professor of his- 
tory, Harvard University. [Harvard historical studies pub- 
lished under the direction of the department of history from 
the income of the Henry Warren Torrey fund, volume xxi.] 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press; London: Humphrey 
Milford, Oxford University Press, 1915. 251 p. $2.00) 
' ' To preserve the Ballance between us & the French is the great ruling 
Principle of the Modern Indian Polities." "The Indians frequently 
repeat that Trade was the foundation of their Alliance or Connexions 
with us & that it is the chief Cement w ch binds us together. And this 
should undoubtedly be the first Principle of our whole System of Indian 
Politics." 

These passages from the Abridgment, which Mr. Mcllwain has placed 
at the beginning of his introduction, state clearly and concisely the 
theme of the document. Wraxall compiled the Abridgment in the year 
1754, when he was Indian secretary for the government of New York, 
and town clerk of Albany. The four folio volumes upon which the 
Abridgment is based contained the records of the transactions between 
the Indians and the Albany magistrates who had charge of Indian af- 
fairs for the colony of New Netherland and afterwards for New York. 
The value of Wraxall's compilation is greatly enhanced by the fact that 
only two of these volumes have survived to the present day. His work, 
however, constitutes more than a mere summary of the history of New 
York Indian affairs between 1678 and 1751. It also preserves for us his 
views concerning the manner in which the Dutch magistrates at Albany 
conducted their transactions with the Five Nations. Writing at a time 
when the smouldering rivalry between the French and English was 



